
Keeping you informed and connected.  Published by Retiree Council # 44 

March  2025 Vol. 12 Issue 2 

Retiree Council # 44  Officers: 
President, Sara Rodland  

(716) 689-9561 

sarasarasara2008@live.com 

Vice-President, Teri DiPasquale-Mahar                                             

(716) 913-7364 

theresa811@aol.com 

Secretary,  Lynn Diagostino                            

(716) 998-3448 

lmdiago@verizon.net 

Treasurer, Lynn Garcia  

(716) 481-4231    

garcia61@aol.com 

Board of Directors: 

Tom Gattie 

Pam Messina 

 Christine Nowak 

Amelia Parrish 

Paula Prince 

Donna Stempniak 

Retiree Services Consultant    

Janet Goddard (716) 634-7132 

janet.goddard@nysut.org 

Editor: Sara Rodland 

Name______________________________________________________________________________ 

Street_______________________________________________________________________________ 

City ___________________________________________________State ________ Zip______________ 

Email______________________________________________________Phone ____________________ 

Send check payable to: NYSUT RC #44 and mail to:  

Lynn Garcia—RC #44 Treasurer 1805 Maple Road Apt 215 

Williamsville, NY 14221  

 Please circle your affiliation 

  BTF BEST     TAB       SUB 

Please check the amount of  

your Participation Fee:     

 $10.00  _____ Other $ ______ 

Year of Retirement  ________ 

 Retiree Recognition Celebration, October 21, 2024 

NYSUT has one of the most successful union 
retiree programs in the country. What started 
over 30 years ago with approximately 33,000 
retiree members, has now grown to nearly
270,000 and counting! Today’s NYSUT retirees 
were the activists who gave birth to our union 51 
years ago and continue to actively participate 
in all NYSUT's programs and initiatives. They 
work phone banks to elect endorsed

candidates; they attend marches and rallies; they work for civil rights, social justice and 
women’s rights; they work to support their in-service colleagues; they fight to protect 
Medicare and Social Security; they provide scholarships and teacher grants; they 
donate books and school supplies for children in local districts; they support local food 
banks; they deliver meals to the elderly and infirmed; they plan interesting, informa-
tive and educational programs to keep seniors engaged and informed…and the list 
goes on.   

In recognition of their work and commitment to our Union, the third Monday in 
October each year shall be designated NYSUT RETIREE RECOGNITION DAY  

The first annual Retiree Recognition Day celebration was held in Western New York     
at the NYSUT office on Monday, October 21, 2024. Retiree Council #44 members      
celebrated with retirees from  RC #1, #2 and #3. The celebration included a proclama-
tion from the Erie County Executive’s office,  a statement from Rich Nigro, president    
of the Buffalo Teachers Federation, and of course, cake! Plan on joining your retired     
colleagues this year on October 20, 2025 for this event. 

Statement from Rich Nigro, President of Buffalo Teachers Federation on Retiree 
Recognition Day, October 21, 2024 

We stand on the shoulders of those who came before us. For both teachers and unions, 
there is no truer statement. As retirees, the sacrifices you made throughout your      
careers and the contributions you continue to make inspire your fellow educators and 
fortify the enduring strength of the union. On behalf of my fellow BTF union brothers 
and sisters, thank you for what we have and thank you for all you continue to do for us! 
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RC # 44  EXPERIENCED  • RESOURCEFUL  •  ENGAGED 

L to R: Rhonda Mathiebe     

and Carol Cromwell 

from Retiree Celebration 

L to R: Daniela Hager-Carbonara and   
Steve Parada from Retiree Celebration 

Student and Teacher Reunited  L to R: 

Terrance Heard and Barb Snyder 

L to R: Paula Prince, Lydia Perry,       

Kathy Franklin and Charlotte Ross 

Front Row: L to R: Lynn Diagostino,                               
Stephanie Geyer &Teri DiPasquale-Mahar 

Back Row L to R: Tom Gatti & Lynn Garcia 

L to R: Roz Gaumer 

and Claudia Kania 

Making Strides Walk  

Retirees contributed $666 

L to R: Sara Rodland  

and Paula Prince 

Back Row L to R: Pam Messina, Donna Stempniak, 
Becky Pordum and Tom Gattie 

Front Row L to R: Paula Prince, Sara Rodland, 
  Teri DiPasquale-Mahar and Lynn Diagostino 

RC#44 Officers and Board Members 

Why Contribute to VOTE-COPE? 

Your statewide union has a political fund-raising 

arm called VOTE-COPE. VOTE-COPE is  

NYSUT's non-partisan action fund that        

coordinates the voluntary contributions of      

members and supports NYSUT-endorsed          

candidates and campaign committees that are  

pro-public-education and pro-labor. 

Last year, your colleagues contributed over    

$11  million to VOTE-COPE.  

Our VOICES need to be heard year round. 

PLEASE CONTRIBUTE! Login to MyNYSUT 

to learn more or give to VOTE-COPE 

NYSUT SANCTIONED FLORIDA   

RETIREE COUNCIL 

NYSUT Retiree Council #43 is the only   

NYSUT sanctioned out of state retiree 

council. They have an active, dedicated 

group of retirees who welcome you to join  

a local Florida unit. All units sponsor social 

activities, meetings with guest speakers and 

community projects  that benefit children.    

If you are interested in becoming involved, 

even on a seasonal basis, please contact 

Miriam Hanan, NYSUT Retiree Consultant, at 516-236-0276 or 

at miriam.hanan@nysut.org.  Miriam will connect you with the    

local unit representative in your area. Connecting with a Florida 

retiree unit in no way takes away your affiliation with Retiree 

Council #44. 

The following 

pictures are 

from the 

Retiree 

Celebration 

BUFFALO RETIREE NEWSLETTER CHANGES 

The delivery of our newsletters is changing in the fall of 2025. Prior to this date, you will need to choose a delivery option for your Retiree 

Council #44 newsletter that best meets your needs. If you prefer to receive a paper copy of the newsletter mailed to you, you must      

communicate your desire to NYSUT and opt-in to receive it. All Retiree Council newsletters can be viewed in the Retiree Council Newsletters 

page located on the NYSUT website. New issues will be added immediately as they become available.  

There are several easy ways to select your preference. 

 Visit nysut.org/rcnewsoptin and use your NYSUT identification number. 

 Contact NYSUT at 518-801-9199 or retiree.services@nysut.org

 Scan the QR Code to the right with your smart phone.
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Follow NYSUT Retiree Council #44  on Facebook http://rcwest.ny.aft.org 

Save the Date!  May 20, 2025: Retiree Conference Day at the Buffalo  

Niagara Marriott. Please check Coalition website (http://rcwest.ny.aft.org) 

or use this QR code to register.  






